
Potomac Falls High School 

Expectations for DE Courses 
 

Why should I take a Dual Enrollment Course? 
● to gain in-depth knowledge about subjects that interest you 

● to build necessary skills for college & career readiness  

● to stand out in college admissions 

● to earn NOVA college credits and skip introductory courses in college 

 

How do I know if  I’m ready to take a DE course?  
● if you are interested in the subject and want to learn more 

● if you want to be challenged to think in new ways 

● if you are willing to work hard and seek extra help if you need it 

● if a teacher recommended you for the course  

● if you have the time in your schedule to do the required work in the course  

 

What if I struggle in a DE course? 

● Work with your teacher for extra help.   

● Get help from honor society tutors.   

● Get help in CORE tutoring.  

● Schedule a parent/teacher conference. 

● You may be removed at the semester change per NOVA requirements  

 

What can I expect to learn in each DE course? How much work is expected? 

● Below you will find specific information about each DE course PFHS offers. The courses are divided by 

department.   

● Please note: The range of time students spend working on assignments can vary greatly. 

Approximate ranges of time are listed below, but students should consider the speed at which they 

normally work and read. 

 

 

 

 

 

  



~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~ English ~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 

 

COURSE NAME:  DE English (ENG111 and ENG 112) 

• Why should I take this course? 

You can earn 6 college credits; learn how to communicate and write well; enhance your research skills 

 

• If homework is assigned, what is the approximate range of time students usually spend completing it? 

My students will spend anywhere from 30 minutes-1 hr on homework, depending on the assignment.  

My students have Writing Workshop time in class, so students can complete or come close to finishing 

several assignments in class. 

 

• What types of daily tasks and activities will we do? 

Discuss, work in groups on research related activities, writing in journals, peer editing/review  

 

• What are some of the major assignments? 

Major assignments include research papers in each course.   

  

 

 

 

 

  



~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~ Social Science ~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~  
COURSE NAME: DE US History (HIS121 and HIS122)  

• Why should I take this course? 

This course will cover the same approximate time period as APUSH but will allow for a more in-

depth discovery and study of certain time periods as there is no AP test at the end of the semester. 

The course will allow you to earn 6 credits of US History (HIS121 and HIS122 at NOVA).  The 

course is taught by a certified adjunct professor from Northern Virginia Community College.  

  

• If homework is assigned, what is the approximate range of time students usually spend completing it? 

Homework that is assigned is mostly reviewing the lecture materials and reading the assigned 

chapters and additional supplemental readings.  If true homework is assigned it is expected to be 

completed the next class period.   

 

• What types of daily tasks and activities will we do? 

          Lectures, group discussions, Socratic Seminars on historical novels, DBQs, and Essays, 

 

• What are some of the major assignments? 

One research paper per semester, one major novel assignment with reaction paper and Socratic 

Seminar discussion attached per semester, cumulative tests of all materials to that point in the 

course, long essay once per semester, short answer responses with each quiz or test, one field trip 

per semester.   

 

COURSE NAME: DE US Government (PLS211 and PLS212) 

• Why should I take this course? 

If you are passionate about US politics, government, and policy this is a great choice. If you are 

interested in a faster pace than academic without an AP exam at the end of the year, this is also a good 

choice. It covers most of the AP US Government curriculum, but goes into more depth. Depending on 

your college, you may also earn up to six political science college credits. 

 

• If homework is assigned, what is the approximate range of time students usually spend completing it? 

30-45 minutes per class period (reading, podcasts, and responding on online discussion boards); 

approximately 1.5 hours per week of homework; most homework is reviewing class notes and keeping 

up with the assigned reading on the syllabus 

 

•  What types of daily tasks and activities will we do? 

Notes/lectures, in class discussion, Socratic seminars, presentations, working on essays/term papers 

 

•  What are some of the major assignments? 

Quarterly projects (all government students complete), 1 research paper per semester, reading 

quizzes, cumulative unit tests, online discussion forums 

 

 

 

 

 



~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~ Science ~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 

 

COURSE NAME: AP/DE Biology (BIO101 and BIO102) 

• Why should I take this course? 

DE Biology is 2 courses, Biology 101 and Biology 102.  You can earn 8 lab science college credits. If 

you enjoyed biology and want to further your understanding of life science. It is great preparation for 

college and majoring in a life science (biology, environmental science) This course will give you an 

excellent background and with DE you can earn the credits now. You will improve your work habits and 

study skills and tackle a difficult, rigorous course with the resources available in the high school setting 

(teachers are readily available to you) 

 

• If homework is assigned, what is the approximate range of time students usually spend completing it? 

Students need to spend between 3-5 hours per week outside of class.  There may be lab work to 

complete but also student need to learn to read the textbook regularly and review their notes if they 

want to fully understand the concepts and earn the best grades. 

 

• What types of daily tasks and activities will we do? 

Students take notes during lecture and discussion.  Students need to learn to be attentive to lecture for 

longer periods of time than most classes.  Lecture is supplemented with review worksheets and group 

work to enhance the learning.   Approximately 1/3 of the course is lab work.  

 

• What are some of the major assignments? 

Exams are multi-chapter.  There are 2-3 exams per quarter (70% multiple choice, 30% essay).  There 

are semester exams (40% essay).  

Each lab has a quiz associated with it or the lab work is turned in for grading.  

There are Home Components; tasks which student complete on their own, outside of class and have 

work to turn in, or a quiz to verify learning.   

There is a summer assignment.  

 

COURSE NAME: DE Physics (PHY201 and PHY202) 

• Why should I take this course? 

It is a college credit course and algebra based. It gives you 4 college credits for Physics 201 
(1st semester) and 4 college credits for Physics 202 (2nd semester). Physics gives you 
information about the most fundamental processes of matter, energy interaction and is the 
basis for chemistry and biology. Colleges are usually impressed if you take physics especially 
college level physics. Even though the pace and syllabus of this course are faster and more 
vast than regular physics, the ease of tests and quizzes are similar. And you still get college 
credit for successful completion. 

 
• If homework is assigned, what is the approximate range of time students usually spend completing it? 

Usually 1/2 hour per class. Rarely more time than that. 

 

• What types of daily tasks and activities will we do? 

Answer: Lectures, demonstrations, plenty of labs, problem solving, class discussions 

 

• What are some of the major assignments? 

Usually just homework. We do have cumulative exam mid semester and the semester exam at the end 

of the semester. No projects are given. 


